
June 20, 2019 
 
Dear Families:  
 
Greetings to you on another beautiful day!  We are very excited to welcome back your 7th and 8th grader to 
Comstock STEM Academy's middle school. We are going to have another great year filled with learning, 
growth, and fun! 
 
We hope your family is enjoying the summer, and we are excitedly anticipating another great year with 
your student. This year we continue to build on the solid foundation established in previous years at STEM 
Academy by increasing the academic rigor and expectations of students while also providing more 
opportunities for students to create and problem solve through trial and error. Middle schoolers are some of 
the most creative minds on the planet, and we look forward to providing opportunities for these young 
minds to expand! 
 
We also look forward to continuing to support your child in their emotional and social development. The 
adolescent years are very unique. These next few years provide a crucial time in the growth of your child's 
compassion, emotional intelligence, time management, organization, and self-advocacy skills. Before 
leaving middle school, we want our young people to be able to do the following: 

● Be kind and patient with one another. Put others' needs before their own. Have tolerance for 
diversity and keep an open mind. 

● Learn from mistakes and apply perseverance to every task. 
● Sleep for 9-10 hours each night without a phone in their room. Use a traditional alarm clock. 
● Work hard and demonstrate “grit” to push themselves to a level of learning they may never have 

experienced before. 
● Contact their teacher for academic help and when there is a problem as their first resort (rather 

than going through their parents). 
● Check their grades often and take responsibility for completing missing work. 
● Be to school on time and only absent when they have a contagious illness or family emergency, 

such as a funeral. Schedule appointments for after school. 
● Take care of their belongings. Clean out their binders, lockers, and backpacks weekly. 
● Save graded work until the end of each semester. 
● Practice effective study habits and prepare themselves for each assessment. 
● Avoid procrastination. Develop the habit of prioritizing and completing most important work first, 

rewarding themselves for doing so. 
● Work on academic work for 80-100 minutes per day whether or not they have “homework”. (See 

back) 
● Define themselves as more than just a letter grade. See their true value in the love they 

demonstrate towards others and how hard they work in their studies. 
 
We believe these skills will prepare our young people for success in any high school class and throughout 
their lives. We believe in teaching to the whole child, and doing so requires understanding our young 
people as unique individuals. We also believe in strong partnerships with families with open 
communication. 
 
Mrs. Pobuda, Mrs. Tennant, Mrs. Medendorp, and Mr. Perkowski are thrilled to be your young person’s 
teachers again this year, and we are excited to welcome Ms. Feddema. 
 
Ms. Feddema graduated from Western Michigan University with a Bachelor’s of Science in Education, 
double majoring in Elementary Education and Middle School Mathematics. She completed her internship at 
a STEM Academy in 2018. During this time, she taught 5th grade math, science, social studies, and 
robotics. This past school year she spent teaching 5thgrade math and science in South Carolina. She looks 
forward to returning to Michigan and STEM Academy as a part of the middle school team.  
 



We look forward to working with your family again this year and using the relationship we've nurtured 
with your adolescent to excel them to new heights! 

 
Mrs. Medendorp, Mrs. Pobuda, Mrs. Tennant, Mr. Perkowski, and Ms. Feddema 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Study! What do you mean? 
 
 
No homework? Do you have a little extra time tonight? What to do? 
 
If this happens to you, consider yourself lucky. You now have time to study concepts in one of your difficult 
classes. Not that homework isn’t studying, it is! But now you have a little extra time to do some of the 
following study practices. Pick and choose study tips from the menu below that work for you. 
 
The most important thing is to DO SOMETHING, not nothing. 
 

● Re-read a section in the textbook from the current chapter 
● Make note cards for the terms in the chapter 
● Use your study guide by putting a plus sign (+) next to the concepts you easily grasp and by circling 

the concepts you don’t understand well. Then focus your study on the ones you circled.  
● Study the stuff you don’t know  
● Quiz yourself or have someone else quiz you on the important or difficult key terms using the note 

cards 
● Write a summary paragraph for the entire chapter. Then write a summary paragraph for each 

section you studied in the current chapter 
● Review any handouts, worksheets, previous quizzes, or notes supplied by the teacher 
● Research and write your essay responses two days before the test 
● Reread your essay responses the night before the test 
● Do the textbook section review questions, even if they haven’t been assigned. Use your textbook 

as a resource so that you have well-researched responses. 
● Create new questions that relate to the topics and try to answer them using your textbook as a 

resource 
● Try to answer those new questions you just created 
● Add to your notes in your notebook 
● Rewrite your notes 
● Draw accurate labeled pictures of each concept. Title each picture with the concept it represents 
● Create more graphic organizers in your notebook (especially for concepts that are difficult to 

understand 
● Practice a math concept—focus only on the difficult concepts  
● Ask a family member or friend to quiz you using your note cards 
● Have a conversation about a current chapter study topic with your parents (focus on the topic) 
● Explain a topic to your younger sibling (or older sibling if you don’t have a younger one) 
● Page through the chapter to make a list of concepts that you don’t understand well. Then, reread, 

look online, ask a parent or older sibling for help, call a friend: whatever it takes to learn that 
concept. 

● Be proactive: Ask the teacher for help before time slips away. Set up a tutoring session with the 
teacher if you haven’t had success with the above techniques.  

● Start studying the day you start a chapter, not the night before the test 
● Do something each and every night, homework or no homework.  
● Get a good night’s sleep. Go to bed early! 

 


